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“Ask Jesus what he wants from you and be brave!” (Pope Francis)

Hello Sister’s in the league, I am excited to take on the responsibility of the Resolutions and Legislation  Chair
at  the Ottawa Diocesan Council.  To introduce myself,  I  have lived in  the Ottawa area my whole  life.   Family  is
important to me.  My husband and I have two adult children and four wonderful grandchildren.  I have been an
executive  member  at  the  parish  level  for  eight  years  with  various  responsibilities  and  I  am  currently  the  Past
President of the Holy Spirit CWL Council. With Advent around the corner and the Christmas season approaching, we
are busy but I ask you to reflect on considering action for social justice…your voices make a difference.

Resolutions

I was fortunate in helping to formulate a few resolutions and going through the process for adaption at the
provincial level. This was both a challenging and rewarding experience.  As the National Chair of Resolutions Cathy
Bouchard said, “We are the voice of those who cannot speak for themselves. Resolutions are one of the major ways
we give voice to concerns of those God has entrusted to us, the weak and the vulnerable.” The National Resolutions
Chair, Cathy Bouchard prepared a document entitled “Resolutions At-A-Glance” which highlights the key components
of a resolution.  Also many of your sisters can help and guide you along the process.  If you need assistance email me.

At the 2018 annual national convention held in Winnipeg, three resolutions were adopted:

2018.01 Attestation Requirement on Canada Summer Jobs Program (Community Life) – urges the federal
government to remove the attestation for all future Canada Summer Jobs programs.   

2018.02 Setting a Standard for Products Marketed as Flushable (Education and Health) – urges the federal
government to establish a national standard of testing and labelling of products marked as “flushable” and
that provincial councils become aware of this issue as it pertains to their province/territory and to work on it
as deemed necessary/prudent. 

2018.03 Legislate Designation of Hospice/Palliative Care, Free from Medical Assistance in Dying (Legislation)
– urge the federal government to legislate the designation of hospice/palliative care services in facilities to
exclude medical assistance in dying and that provincial councils become aware of this issue as it pertains to
their province/territory and to work on it as deemed necessary/prudent.

Legislation

The National Legislation Chair, Betty Colaneri in her October communique discussed the new Cannabis Act
and the important things that you should be aware of.  The government said that this new act is to better protect the
health and safety of Canadians but will have some issues in our communities.  The Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops (CCCB)  expresses its  disappointment  at  the passage of  Bill  C-45,  which legalizes  cannabis/marijuana for
recreational use.  Information on the legalization and regulation of cannabis can be found on the Government of
Canada website Canada.ca/cannabis.

In closing, do you feel strongly about an issue?  As Pope Francis said, “be brave”.  Speak to your parish council
about an important concern and consider submitting a resolution for next year.   

I wish you and your families a Blessed Advent and Christmas! God Bless.


